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prehenfions fhould have preffed his inajefty fo far as to engage you to come  per-10(i n9
to an agreement with the abbe du Bois, that my lord Cadogan and I fhould*?1^01?20*
fign with him feparately from the States as foon as he arrives here.    You will         g

find by our difpatch, that we have not fufficient powers for that purpofe. I
ihall not enter at prefent into the reafons pro and con relating to this matter,
which in my opinion may prove a very fatall blow to the intereft of England,
and no real advantage to his majefty's affairs even in the north; at leaft not
fufficient to balance the inconveniencys of abandoning and difobliging the
States for ever. While the Imperial minifters are at the fame time outrageous,
and fhew no manner of difpofition either to fettle the unexpe&ed points of the
barrier, or enter into an alliance with the ftates, fo that in a fhort time we
ihall fee the utmoft confufion in the Low-Countrys, which I am afraid this
precipitated confidence in France will hardly remedy.

You know that it is my real opinion to conclude this alliance with France i
and I do in my confcience think, the doing it in a proper manner with a joint
concert and concurrence of our old and fure friends is the moft advantageous
thing to Great Britain that was ever yet compaffed; and the nation has infi-
nite obligations to you in having fucceeded fo well in the negotiation with the
abbe. But when I faid that, I mult own I am in the grfcateft agony on ac-
count of the laft ftep; and particularly in relation to the part that I have
aQiedc having plighted to the States my faith, my honour, and my confcience
in Ms majefty's name, tb^t nothing of this nature flxould be done^ and if I
Ihould afterwards fign with the abbe in violation of thefe facred and folemn
affurances, which I repeated but laft Tuefday in a conference, I fhould never
t>e able to fhew my ignominious head here again. And therefore I plainly fee
that this bufinefs in which I thought I fhould have had fome fhare of credit*
will end in my ruin : becaufe, altho' I fhall ever think it the laft misfortune to
difobey fo good and gracious a fovereign; yet I ipuft freely confefs I had ra-
ther ftarve, nay dye, than doe a thing that gives fucha terrible wound to my
honour and my tonfcience, and will make me for ever incapable of ferving
the king any more, efpecially in this place, where I have at prefent fome lit-
tle credit and intereft.

If therefore notwithftanding all that the penfionary and our friends here
reprefented, and the fentiments of the minifters in England (who I believe
by this time you will have found of a different opinion with you) it is his
majeftyfs command, that thp agreement you have made with the abbeUioiild
be executed, I muft have recourfe to your friendship, to gett mb out of this
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